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Meet Our International
Students!

 Laura is a sophomore at Roncalli, from Spain. As a sophomore Laura is on the swim team and is participating in the
musical this fall. Laura’s father had a big impact on her decision to come to America. When she was little he always
dreamed of her coming to America for the experience and excitement for her to live the American dream. Laura was
impressed with the teachers being so available and their willingness to help you. Laura expressed that her host family is
very kind, “They felt like a second family the first day we met.” Her host mom said “This is gonna be your home forever”
and that made her so happy. One of the biggest differences between Spain and America is that you get your driver’s
license at 18 and can ride a motorcycle at 16. Most people in Spain get around using public transportation. Laura misses
her friends and the food back home. 

Lorena is involved in volleyball and will also be participating in the musical this year. Lorena’s sister came to the USA for
a year and enjoyed it very much even though it was cut short due to COVID. Her sister was a major influence as to why
she came to America. She was filled with many nerves because she did not know anyone but the teachers and students
were all very helpful. Something that stood out to Lorena was our dedication to sports. She is looking forward to
traveling to other states, but misses her sister a lot. 

Sofia is a sophomore at Roncalli this year and is involved in volleyball. Sofia always dreamed of coming to America but
did not know it was an option, but look where she is now. She exclaimed that the Roncalli community welcomed her very
well. She enjoyed going to the fair this summer before school started and got to meet a lot of new people. Sofia felt a
strong connection with her host family on the way home from the airport and knew they would all mesh very well
together. When I asked Sofia her favorite thing about high school in America she expressed that “It’s just like High
School Musical!” Sofia looks forward to visiting other states but is missing the food in Spain.  

 
Paula is on the volleyball team and is a sophomore this year. Her principal decision for coming to America was because
she wanted to improve her English and live the American lifestyle. Paula explained that the Roncalli community made
her feel welcome and comfortable her first few days. She was scared about everything, especially her English but
everyone was patient with her and always helped her. Some of her favorite moments were the football games and after
going to eat and hang out with friends. She also enjoyed going shopping at the Appleton mall. Paula misses the food a lot,
her sister, parents, best friends and grandmothers. 

By: Allison Bohman



Mar is a junior at Roncalli this year. She is a part of the volleyball team and enjoys it very much. At the beginning of her
exchange here in the USA she was filled with a lot of nerves and fear because of the culture change and how it would
impact her. But overall Mar expressed her excitement for all the after school activities, sporting events, and school
dances. Mar stated that “High School in America is like a movie”. In Spain you go to school strictly for studies and not
sports. Mar’s reason for coming to America was to better her English language skills and grow as a person. Her parents
were leery about her coming to the USA because of Covid still being present, but they saw her excitement and allowed
her to come. Mar felt very welcomed by the staff, faculty, and students. Mar enjoys smores and cheeseburgers, but her
favorite dish back home is a Spanish omelet. 

 Marta is involved in the musical this year. She decided to come to America because she wanted to have an experience
other than her country. Marta also wants to further her education in the English language so she can use it in her future.
Marta felt welcomed by not only the students but also the teachers. When she first arrived at the airport her initial
thought was that everything is SO BIG here. Some of her favorite things about being in the USA so far were homecoming,
the football games, and hanging out with her friends and host family. Marta is most looking forward to traveling because
she wants to see a lot of places she’s never been to. Marta explained that the school day looks a lot different here than in
Poland. They do not get to choose 8 subjects at the beginning of the year. During the week they have different classes in a
different order, and the schedule repeats itself week after week. They also use public transportation to get to school since
you cannot drive until you are 18 years old. Marta misses this the most. She does not feel as independent because if
needed she cannot transport on her own. Marta is excited to make long lasting friendships here in America!

 
 

�

Iza was a part of the tennis team this year and made her debut at a game a few weeks ago. She decided to come to
America to learn the English language, make new friends and experience new adventures that she will cherish forever.
Iza felt very welcomed by the Roncalli community since everyone is so friendly. Some of her favorite memories here so
far include going to games with friends and family trips. Iza is especially excited for Halloween, Thanksgiving, and
Christmas. Some key differences between Poland and the USA are the drinking age being 18, free college education, and
people are more friendly here. Iza misses her friends, family, the food and tea. 

Marta is on the dance team and also involved in this year's musical. For Marta it was important that she came to America
because she really wanted to learn the language, experience a different culture and meet new people. Marta mentioned
that Roncalli is very different from her Italian school. At her school the students stay in the same room and the teachers
are moving from class to class. You stay in the same classroom, same desk all year long for all your classes. In Italy the
students attend school strictly to study, no dances, no sports, just classes. Along with the school being different, Marta
conveyed that we eat dinner in the U.S. In Italy they eat dinner around 8:30 or 9:00. Marta feels very good here and is glad
to have some new people in her life. Marta is living with Paula and expressed that “She is like the sister that I’ve never
had.” Her favorite thing so far has been spending time with friends and homecoming. She is looking forward to
Thanksgiving, Christmas and Prom. Marta misses her friends, family and also the food. 



SPAISPAIN CULN CULTURETURE
“WHAT T IME ARE WE MEET ING FOR THE VERMOUTH? ”

Y O U D O N ’ T K N O W W H A T T H I S I S A B O U T D O N ’ T Y O U ? W E L L T H I S I S A T Y P I C A L C U S T O M I N S P A I N
T H A T R A R E L Y P E O P L E D O N ’ T D O . B U T W H A T I S S P A I N Y O U P R O B A B L Y H A V E H E A R D A B O U T S P A I N ,

M O R E N O W T H A T 6 O F T H E 9 I N T E R N A T I O N A L S T U D E N T S A R E F R O M T H A T F A R A W A Y C O U N T R Y
B U T D O Y O U R E A L L Y K N O W S O M E T H I N G A B O U T I T ?

H E R E A R E S O M E C U R I O S I T I E S A B O U T I T S C U L T U R E : S U C H A S , T H E T Y P I C A L F O O D , M A I N C I T I E S O F
S P A I N W I T H I T S I C O N I C , S T A R T L I N G E V E N T S T H A T G I V E T H E M T H E N A M E O F T H E M A I N O N E S

A P A R T F R O M B E I N G C R O W D E D O F P E O P L E , M I N I M U M A G E S T O G E T L E G A L P E R M I S S I O N S Y O U M A Y
T H I N K T H A T L I F E A T T H E O T H E R S I D E O F T H E C O N T I N E N T B U T I T ’ S V E R Y D I F F E R E N T

Starting with the typical food:

In Spain, the agriculture sector takes a very important place, about 765,300 work on it and about more than half the

population consumes agricultural products daily. That led us to our famous Mediterranean diet. Not only agriculture

but also fishing and cattle raising moves a lot because it's more common to eat fish or meat rather than fast food.

So the Mediterranean diet consists of vegetables, fruits, milk, dairy products, and fish daily.

As the distribution and crops are very developed, it gives us options to make us feel less called by the bad food.

Our schedule is different too, we are more nocturnal.

We have three meals and two snacks, normally people only do the afternoon one. The hour of breakfast depends on

the person and the chores they are supposed to do, such as going to high school, work…

Later at 11, a few people eat a snack, and why I am saying

this well here comes the riddle.

“What time are we meeting for the vermouth?”

Vermouth is a drink but in Spain apart from being a drink is

also a weekend custom that goes together with the “Tapas”.

This is before lunch, and consists of hanging out with

friends but this time is in a bar of the main street

with a “tapa”. What is that? Well, it is a small appetizer that

they give you with your drink. Here are some examples of

the famous ones: spicy potatoes, fried square potatoes with

spicy sauce and aioli, broken eggs that are fried eggs with

potatoes and our famous “serrano ham”… Usually that day

people eat later,and it’s more common to do it on Sundays.

But our normal hour of eating lunch is 2 o’clock.

Lunch is the main meal of the day so it’s abundant. Later a

snack in the middle of the afternoon and by last dinner

around 9 or 10. It’s normally a light meal.

And here are some typical foods: paella, potatoes omelette

and croquettes.

Spicy potatoes

Broken eggs

By: Laura Martínez



So talking about typical things in Spain, here are the main cities.

Barcelona and Madrid, are the main ones. Probably you have heard of them because some of the

Spanish girls are from there.

Paella Croquettes
Potatoes omelete

Barcelona is in the autonomous community of Catalonia.

It has about 1,62 million inhabitants, as Barcelona is in

Catalonia they have a second language called Catalan. It’s

similar to Spanish but not the same. Barcelona is home to

stunning beaches, wondrous architecture, and a culture

as beautiful as the city's surrounding landscapes.

The Castellers

Saranda

Traditions of Barcelona, there are a lot but here are two of them:

The Castellers involve a group of people, children included, climbing on top of each other to

make human castles.They practice this official sport on any given weekend, holiday or

festival throughout the year, and they can get up to eight, nine, even ten layers high.Another

example is the Saranda. It's a popular dance that anyone can participate in. The steps are

very easy and it's danced in almost every festival. 
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On the other hand Madrid is the capital of Spain and it is in the centre of it. It has about 3,223 million habitants.

It's a city that offers amazing architecture, world-class galleries, plenty of history, amazing food, every type of shop

and an epic nightlife.

Here is one typical tradition: the El Rastro Flea Market. Every Sunday morning, come rain or shine, people make their

way to the El Rastro Flea Market—an outdoor shopping bonanza where you’ll find everything from trinkets to second-

hand goods to antiques and artisan rarities.

Now you know more about some cities of Spain but by last the ages for getting licences are different.

The age for getting your driver's license is 18 and we don’t have temps. But looking at it in another way the places are

way closer. Also our age for drinking is 18 too.

Talking about everything, people have different cultures even though it looks similar.

El Rastro Flea Market 



The first thing that you do when you get into a car is to put a seatbelt on. In case of emergency, a seatbelt can simply
save your life. The same idea applies to life in general. You have to take care of yourself first or you will not have
anything left. Self care is simple. It doesn't take a lot of time. As students enter the school year, there are a lot of
different routines that you need to get into to be a better version of yourself. Self care comes in handy during these
times. You need to know self care is something you must do to properly care for yourself. Students entering the school
year usually are under a lot of stress. In these circumstances, it is very important to focus on yourself first. This is
important to maintaining a healthy relationship with yourself. It means doing things to take care of our minds, bodies,
and souls by engaging in activities that promote well-being and reduce stress. Doing so helps our ability to live fully,
vibrantly, and effectively. The practice of self care also reminds both you and others that your needs are valid and
they’re a priority.

O n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  s t e p s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  h e a l t h i e r  l i f e s t y l e  i s  t a k i n g  t i m e  j u s t  f o r  y o u r s e l f .  I t ' s  n o t
s e l f i s h  t o  m a k e  y o u r  h e a l t h  a  p r i o r i t y .  P r a c t i c i n g  s e l f  c a r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  e v e r y  p e r s o n .  T h e
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i s  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t e v e r  w o r k s  f o r  y o u .  S o m e  s i m p l e  a c t i v i t i e s  y o u  c a n  t r y  t o
h e l p  y o u r s e l f  d u r i n g  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  t o  g e t  y o u r s e l f  o n  a  s c h e d u l e  a r e  e a s y .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  g e t t i n g  e n o u g h  s l e e p .  I t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  p r o v i d e  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  a  c o n s i s t e n t  s l e e p
s c h e d u l e .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  b e n e f i t s  t o  g e t t i n g  e n o u g h  s l e e p  l i k e  a  b e t t e r  i m m u n e  s y s t e m ,
i m p r o v i n g  y o u r  m e m o r y ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t s ,  t h e
m e n t a l  e f f e c t s  b e c o m e  m o r e  s e r i o u s .  Y o u r  b r a i n  w i l l  f o g ,  m a k i n g  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e
a n d  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s .  Y o u ' l l  s t a r t  t o  f e e l  d o w n ,  a n d  m a y  f a l l  a s l e e p  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  Y o u r  r i s k  o f
i n j u r y  a n d  a c c i d e n t s  a t  h o m e ,  w o r k ,  s c h o o l  a n d  o n  t h e  r o a d  a l s o  i n c r e a s e s .

By: Megan Rotter



 
T h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  “ f e e l  g r e a t ”  c h e m i c a l s  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  c o n t r o l  y o u r  b r a i n .
A n y t h i n g  l i k e  g o i n g  f o r  a  r u n ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m u s i c ,  m e d i t a t i n g ,  a n d  h a v i n g  a  b a l a n c e d  d i e t
r e l e a s e s  a  d r u g  i n  y o u r  b r a i n  c a l l e d  D o p a m i n e .  T h e  a c t  o f  D o p a m i n e  i s  r e l e a s e d  w h e n  y o u r
b r a i n  e x p e c t s  a  r e w a r d .  I t  c a n  a l s o  b e  r e l e a s e d  w h e n  y o u  d o  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  e n j o y .  T h i s  i s
a  b i g  p a r t  o f  c a r i n g  f o r  y o u r s e l f .  A n o t h e r  d r u g  t h a t  r e l e a s e s  s e l f  c a r e  i n t o  y o u r  b o d y  i s
O x y t o c i n .  T h i s  d r u g  i s  r e l e a s e d  w h e n  y o u  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  d o
s o m e t h i n g  n i c e  f o r  s o m e o n e .  P r a c t i c i n g  a  r a n d o m  a c t  o f  k i n d n e s s  w o r k s  b o t h  w a y s ,  i t  m a k e s
t h e m  h a p p y  a s  w e l l  a s  y o u r s e l f .  

Every single day that you get out of bed and you go to school is an act of self care. It is an accomplishment in so many
ways. It is important to never minimize that just because everyone goes to school. Just because in some people's eyes, it's
not a big deal, it is. That's why it is important to remember that self care is different for everyone. Whatever betters you
is on you and makes a difference for you. 

 
L e a r n i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  p r a c t i c e  o f  s e l f  c a r e  c a n  h e l p  y o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  y o u r s e l f  a n d
o t h e r s  c a n  s e r i o u s l y  m a k e  a  h u g e  d i f f e r e n c e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  g e t  o u t s i d e .  E x p e r t s  s a y  o n e  o f  t h e
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  w a y s  t o  c a l m  y o u r s e l f  d o w n  i s  b y  g e t t i n g  o u t s i d e  a n d  t a k i n g  a  w a l k ,  o r  a s
s i m p l e  a s  s i t t i n g  d o w n  o n  a  l a w n  c h a i r .  T h e  s i m p l e s t  t h i n g s  c a n  m a k e  t h e  b i g g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e .  
I  a s k e d  a  f e w  k i d s  a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l  w h a t  a c t  o f  s e l f  c a r e  i s  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e .  G r a c e  M u s i a l  s a i d ,
“ t a k i n g  a  s h o w e r ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m u s i c ,  a n d  t a k i n g  a  w a l k . ”  O l i v i a  V a l e n t a  c l a i m e d  h e r  f a v o r i t e
a c t  o f  s e l f  c a r e  i s ,  “ g o i n g  f o r  l o n g  d r i v e s  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m u s i c . ”  M a d i s o n  K v o r i a k  s t a t e d  h e r
f a v o r i t e  a c t  o f  s e l f  c a r e  i s ,  “ o n l i n e  s h o p p i n g .  I t  s o o t h e s  m e  a n d  g i v e s  m e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e
c r e a t i v e  i n  w h a t  I  w e a r . ”  M r s .  B l i n d a u e r  h a s  a  r e l a x i n g  w a y  t o  g i v e  h e r s e l f  a  c h a n c e  t o  w i n d -
d o w n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r s .  B l i n d a u e r ,  “ R e a d i n g  t a k e s  m e  t o  p l a c e s  t h a t  I  k n o w  I  w i l l  n e v e r  s e e .
T h a t ' s  w h y  I  r e a d . ”  G r a c e  M u e l l e r  s t a t e d ,  “ I  l o v e  t o  o r g a n i z e ;  i t  g i v e s  m e  c o n t r o l . ”  L i n d s a y
C u l l i g a n  s a i d , “ I  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  m y  d o g  b e c a u s e  h e  d o e s n ' t  j u d g e  m e  a n d  h e  m a k e s  m e  f e e l
c a l m . ”  P a u l a  R o s e l l o  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  “ I  l i k e  t o  b u y  s h o e s  f o r  a n  a c t  o f  s e l f  c a r e ,  h i g h  h e e l s
e s p e c i a l l y .  I  f e e l  l i k e  a  q u e e n  w h e n  I  d o . ”  M i c h e a l  C l a y  s a i d ,  “ I  l i k e  t o  w o r k o u t  a n d  l i f t  w e i g h t s
b e c a u s e  I  f e e l  b e t t e r  a b o u t  m y s e l f  w h e n  I  d o  i t . ”  M a s o n  G a l l a s  c l a i m e d ,  “ I  l i k e  t o  h a n g o u t  w i t h
m y  f r i e n d s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  k e e p  m e  c o n t e n t . ”  L a s t l y ,  M r s .  P i a s k o w s k i  s a i d ,  “ I  n e e d  a l o n e  t i m e  t o
r e c h a r g e  m y  b a t t e r i e s .  I  g o  i n  m y  r o o m  a n d  z o n e  o u t  o n  m y  i p a d ,  w h e t h e r  i t ’ s  p l a y i n g  g a m e s
o r  r e a d i n g  a  b o o k . ”



Knowing what you want to be is different from reflecting yourself based off of someone who
has done this before. When we start school we’re asked “ What do WE want to be?” or “
What’s YOUR plan for the future?” Those people don’t want to know what others want you to
be, but what your likes and dislikes are and whether or not this is truly what you want to be.
Only 44% of students in High school know what they want to be in the future and why. Though
44% is a big number, the percentage of students who don’t know what to do or be is 56%.
Year after year students gradually want to fit in and do what others want to do, like someone
might want to be a waitress at a certain restaurant and since their friend might be comfortable
with being by that one person they’ll want to work with them so they don’t feel like a misfit.
Eventually some people are going to change and follow a different path or maybe some
choose to go on that path right away and go off to college or the workforce. Lately we’re
always asking ourselves “Who Are We?” and “Why?” Well I had asked some students what
their plans were for the future and they all were different, none replicated the others.

“When I was younger I wanted to be a police officer or something similar to that. Now I want to
be a hockey player or maybe someone who works with computers. My plans for hopefully
becoming a hockey player is to research about it and practice it all the time. If that doesn’t

work out I hope to follow the path of working with computers, and understand what the parts of
it are and how they help society. I would have never joined hockey if it weren’t for my dad who

encouraged me to do it, and since then I’ve enjoyed it so much that I have no doubts about
having done it or doing it in the future.”

- Bruno Coffee
“ I had so many doubts about what I wanted to be, but when I was younger I knew that I

wanted to be a doctor, I even had a Sesame Street Doctor Set where I would do check ups on
my stuffed animals. Now I want to be a nurse in the Air Force, and the person who had gotten

me to realize that was my grandfather and I am so thankful for him.”
- Rebecca Weigel

 

 

Thoughts About After High
School

By: Maygen Ertman



“ As a kid I always loved to be involved in technology from cameras to computers. When I was
younger I wanted to be an ocean photographer. My plan has changed and I now want to be a
computer programmer. I want to be able to do coding. I have gotten myself into coding and I

want to keep going through this path for the future. Though I know what I want to be, I did have
my doubts about being a programmer, because I didn’t really know what the requirements were,
like what classes to take. Though my struggles are ongoing, I am going to keep trying my best.”

- Drew Malchek

“ I love to learn about the world and feel like there’s so much out there, so that’s why I want to
be a travel agent or a social studies teacher. When I was younger though, I wanted to be a

teacher just like my mom. My mom told me all about the different kinds of degrees that I need. I
have no doubts about being a teacher or a travel agent.”

- Grace Pribyl

“ Being a little kid I wanted to be so many different things, I went from Police Officer to owning
my own business. Now I want to be an attorney for the FBI. I plan to go to UW Madison and get
my undergraduate degree, then go to University of Wisconsin Law School to get my Jurisdiction
Doctor degree. I may not have had people to encourage me to do this path, but I definitely get
lots of support from everyone around me. My biggest supporter through this process has been
my dad, he told me that with my intelligence and work ethic I could make it as a lawyer for the
FBI and would not have to deal with all the dangers of being a field agent. Even though I know
what I want to be, I still have my doubts of choosing this path. It definitely helped that I learned

that UW Madison has some strong programs as plans change.”
- Ethan Isselmann

“ I would say I always wanted to be a writer when I was younger, but now I want to be a
journalist writing for a source company. I am willing to go to college or do anything to achieve

this. My family has been very encouraging and urging me to follow my dreams. My parents have
given me so much confidence to share my stories. I do have my doubts though that I may not

succeed and don’t know what to do after that, but I have high hopes that I’ll make it.”
- Faith Lepich

So many other students in our Roncalli Family have too figured out what they want to be for the
future. Each of the students that were mentioned were people who openly admitted that they
had future plans of college(schooling), jobs they want to be involved in, and who’s going to help
them most throughout their journeys. Just remember that God is always with you and knows
your plan



In America there are nearly 100,000 Americans who are on the waiting list for a kidney transplant, and there are
about 12 people who die each day waiting for a kidney transplant. Roncalli’s very own Colleen Piaskowski saved
not one but two people's lives by donating her kidney. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 It all started when Mrs. Piaskowski read a newspaper article about a woman in Fond du Lac, who was in
desperate need of a kidney on November 16th, 2017. The woman was a young mom who had four kids and
has been through many obstacles in her life. For one she was a refugee from Thailand and was married at the
age of 16. She also had two kids before graduating high school, put herself through college and by the time she
graduated college she had four children and had to take care of her in-laws and their children. Mrs. Piaskowski
said she is an amazing woman, so she decided to do a lot of research into kidney donation and got tested to
see if she could be her donor. 

 Mrs. Piaskowski went through extensive medical testing at the UW transplant center in Madison. You have to
go through not only a medical evaluation but a psychological evaluation. Once that's done, a transplant board
meets to determine if you've been approved for a donation or not. After getting tested, she ended up not being
a good match for her, but if she donated a kidney in her name then she would go to the very top of the organ
transplant waiting list and would get a kidney first. Though the woman from Fond du Lac didn't get her kidney,
there was someone out east who would be a perfect match. They called this the Paired Exchange, so she
doesn't know who got her kidney, all she knows is that it went to a woman out east who had been on dialysis
for 5 years, while waiting for a match. 

 
 
 
 
 

By: Madison Kvoriak

Donate Life

Picture to the left: Group picture of a
symposium Mrs. Piaskowski spoke at

with other kidney donors and
recipients at Marian University

Picture to the right: Mrs. Piaskowski
receiving the Anointing of the Sick
on her last day of school prior to

her donation 



 She had her first surgery on April 5th, 2018. When she went into surgery, she said she was nervous but
extremely excited. For kidney surgery they call it a kidney nephrectomy, which is removing one kidney. They
typically remove your left kidney because the connecting artery is longer on the left kidney and easier to work
with. It is done laparoscopically, meaning that there were 4 holes in her belly button that they inserted the
instruments in to remove her organs. They then made an incision on her stomach, inserted a little basket,
dropped the kidney into it, and sealed it up so the kidney never hits air. She is possibly the only person that
has ever had kidney donation surgery twice. The first time she went in to donate her kidney, 2 and a half
hours into her surgery she said that “they thought my spleen was enlarged so they aborted the surgery and
closed me back up.” But, after waking up in recovery to the surgeon telling her that she did not donate, the
extreme let down that she felt having gone through that for nothing was absolutely devastating. 

 
 The following week she went in for more testing and they realized it was their mistake and nothing was
wrong with her spleen and asked if she wanted to donate again. She had already been healing and going
through the recovery process and didn't look forward to going through the surgery a second time, but she
knew somewhere there was a recipient who was equally as devastated that her kidney transplant was
cancelled that day. So a week after that she went back in again, and underwent surgery for a second time, this
time successfully donating her kidney. After her surgery, her recovery process wasn't too bad. She said that
she was only in pain for the first week, by two weeks she was just slightly sore, and by four weeks it was like
nothing ever happened. 

 
 When Mrs. Piaskowski’s kidney was being transported to her recipient, it traveled in a very unique and cool
way. She said “ My surgery was the first one early in the morning, so that it could be flown out by an American
Airlines passenger jet to New Jersey. My kidney flew right up front in the cockpit with the pilots and had a GPS
tracking device attached to it so the hospital staff at my hospital and the one at the recipient’s hospital could
both keep track of it. The flight’s call sign changed from “American Airlines flight 1234” (whatever the flight
number was), to “Lifeguard flight 1234”. Also, once all passengers were on board, all other departing flights
were grounded so that the plane containing my kidney could fly out first. They said that the flight had priority
clearance upon take off and landing. The total surgery lasted about 5 hours. By the time I regained
consciousness, which was around noon, my kidney was already being transplanted into my recipient out in
New Jersey at St. Bernard’s Transplant Hospital”. 

 
 I had asked Mrs. Piaskowski what she got out of donating and she said “ That's hard to answer because I
gained so much from this experience. To be able to save the life of a complete stranger and knowing that a
part of you is now keeping someone else alive is an overwhelming realization. Experiencing what it's like to
truly give of oneself for another human being without asking for anything in return was an incredible blessing
in my life”. 
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Crazy Teacher Experiences
 Teachers throughout their years of teaching have seen many interesting things go down in the
hallways. There are probably many things that they never thought they would ever see during their
teaching careers. Some of these experiences probably have made them rethink retiring, quitting, or
even switching schools. They might have even witnessed something happen when they were still
going to school that made them want to become a teacher. 
 I always think about the crazy things I’ve seen going to school as a student. I always wonder what
things the teachers have seen being in school for almost their whole life. I hear the stories of other
people from the schools that they went to and wonder what a teacher’s stories would be like after
being in a school for such a long time. Some of the teachers have not been teaching for that long or
have taught at an elementary or middle school for most of their career so their stories may not be as
interesting as some of the others. 

Mrs. Miller told me about a time she had a crazy
young class after recess. She said that the craziest
thing that had ever happened during her teaching
days was when some of her students started out
just throwing paper balls at each other. She said

that throughout the class they were just throwing
paper balls at each other every once in a while,

nothing too crazy but it was just annoying to her
as the teacher. Then one of the kids says

something to the kid next to him. He then gets up
out of his desk and tips the other student’s desk
over with him still in it. She ended up having to

talk to the students about what happened and it
was something that started at recess.

 
 Mrs. Blindauer also had some good stories about
her craziest experiences as a teacher. She told me
that the craziest thing she ever had to deal with as

a teacher was when she was teaching a sewing
class. She said that while threading the needle on
the sewing machine one of the students put the
needle all the way through her finger. She had to
get driven to the hospital by one of her friends

that was also in the class. Another crazy moment
that she told me about was when one of her

students stuck their whole hand into the mixer
while it was on. 

 
 

By: Brendon Dvorachek



Mrs. Bishop didn’t see anything she thought she’d
never witness before, but she did have to give out

an unusual punishment. She told me that the
craziest thing she had happen in a class was back

when she used to teach at Silver Lake. She said
that one of her students said something that was
really bad to one of the girls in the class and she
made him kneel on the ledge of the door going

into the classroom. She said that every time
someone walked past the door and he spoke to
them an extra minute was added onto his time

left to kneel. She said that he ended up kneeling
there for about 15 minutes.

Mrs. Peter told me about a time when she used
her height to her advantage. The craziest thing

she had ever witnessed while working at a school
was not very bad but mostly just a funny little
story. She said that back when she was the

principal of a middle school one of the kids was
standing there in the hallway yelling to one of the
other kids. She said that she snuck up behind him

and he swore not knowing that she was there.
She told me that she tapped on his shoulder and
he slowly turns around not seeing anyone until he
looks down right at her and his eyes got really big.

She said that he told her, “That’s not fair
Mrs.Peter, you're disguised.” She said that his
punishment was calling his parents and telling

them what he did and what he said. 
The most interesting story in my opinion was Mr.
Mueller’s. He said that the craziest thing he had

ever seen working at the school was when he was
the athletic director. He said that it was a big

game, Roncalli against Two Rivers girls basketball.
All of a sudden during a time out, someone who

did not attend Roncalli or Two Rivers jumps out of
the student section wearing a spiderman suit and
starts spraying the people in the crowd. He then
ran out of the gym through the back exit where

he had a friend waiting for him in the car. 



Heartfelt Memories
By: Max Senfleben





Our ‘’Inside out’’
By: Mar Barba
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The Gift of Giving
By: Grace Musial
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Will Kapic is a tight end, and middle linebacker. Will played football back in eighth
grade, and then his junior and senior years in high school. Will got into football when
Trevor Fieko, a graduate from the class of 2021 came up to Will on the first day of
school and told him that he needed to play football. Will says that senior leadership
has a big effect on the team this year. The captains this year have done a good job
keeping the team fired up, while not having the results they wanted. Will’s greatest
role as captain is giving good examples to the underclassmen. He knows a lot of the
young kids are watching him and what he does. An important tradition to Will is
going out to eat, usually Jimmy Johns right before a game.

Football

Team building is a very important part of every team. Some of the main reasons why
team building is so important is that it will make your team ready for the long run
and everyone will be comfortable with each other. Another important thing for
Roncalli Football and many teams is senior leadership. Senior leadership is a
necessity for every team, for new players there are people to look up to and ask
questions. I will be interviewing seniors Eli Modesto, and Will Kapic to see what their
doing.

 

By" Preston Wallander



 

Our football team has been coming together and is really showing how team
building, and senior leadership has brought them closer. Mr. Kinsella says that the
seniors are the ones that steer the team, they lead other players and show them
what to do. They help kids who don’t have rides, make sure everyone is watching
hudl and staying on track. As a coach, Mr. Kinsella gives the team structure and
direction and tries to do more for the players than just sports and football by
making them better people. Mr. Kinsella’s pre game traditions, before every game
the Roncalli Football team gathers in the chapel to pray. Another tradition the
Roncalli football team enjoys is playing music in the locker room and getting ready
for the game. How the Roncalli football team practices. The football team watches
hudl. While watching they look at the opposing team’s offense and defense. They
then talk about what they do and what the team has to do to adjust to their offense
and defense.

 

In summary, the Roncalli Football
Team’s seniors have been making
a great impact on and off the
field. They help the younger kids
with whatever they need. The
entire Football crew works
together to achieve a great
functioning team.

Eli is a running back, and nose tackle for the Roncalli Football team. Eli has been
playing football for around seven years. Eli has always wanted to play football and
has had family always supporting him, and pointing him in the right direction. Eli
says that senior leadership is well with the team. He says that all of the seniors try
to help the underclassmen with plays. Eli's impact on the team is to always be a
good role model, and teach the younger kids who need help with anything they
need help with. Some important pre-game traditions to Eli are team dinners and
praying for a safe game in the chapel.



THE FRESHMEN
By: Riley McAndrews





Attitude of Graditude
����������	
��	����

"I am grateful for my family because they are my biggest supporters and always
encourage me to follow my dreams and do what makes me happy. My family is
very supportive and always encourages me to do my best whether it's in
school, sports, work, and life in general." -Madison Kvoriak

"I am grateful for the people in my life because they encourage me to keep
doing my best and bring me daily joy. I really appreciate them because they lift
me up when I'm feeling down and inspire me to try new things in life. "-Grace
Musial

"I am beyond grateful for my mom, she will always be my best friend. My mom
is generous, brave, and kind. Most of all, my mom taught me that life isn't fair,
this is something that will stick with me forever. She is a mother figure to all. " -
Megan Rotter

"I am grateful for the friendships that we build in this school. Being in a small
school we make a lot of close bonds with everyone. These bonds that are
made will make us into who we are." -Max Senfleben

"I am grateful for all my friends and family for accepting me and supporting me at
this new school.
I'm also grateful to be able to play the sports that I want to play." -Riley McAndrews

"I am grateful for all four of my parents. I am thankful for them because of everything that they do for me and they
are always supporting me." -Brendon Dvorachek

"I am thankful for my friends and family for all the support they give me.
I am grateful for the school I go to and all the opportunities I have." -Preston Wallander

" I am grateful for the opportunities that teachers, parents, and students have given me to
better myself and lead me to future choices"  - Maygen Ertman

 
 "I am grateful for making my dream came true of coming at the U.S. with a host family that treat me

since the first day as a daughter." -Laura Martínez

"I am greatful for the extracurricular activities I participate in and the bonds that have been formed, and
how it’s going to help me in the future." -Meghan Haney
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